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10:30 a.m. - May 4, 2008

7th Sunday of Easter


Order of Service
* (indicates where the congregation stands as able)
Theme (January – July): The People of God on a Transitional Journey
Today’s Theme: Goodbyes are always turning points.  Some goodbyes are happy ones, filled with good memories and the confidence that friends will meet again.  Some goodbyes are tearful.  Some produce anxiety.  And some have one feeling very empty.  Some people linger over the goodbye, making the moments last as long as possible.  Others leave quickly and matter-of-factly, knowing that the moment must be faced squarely.  Some remain, gazing down the road long after those leaving are out of sight, reliving the moments, until some intrusion jolts them back to reality.  Goodbyes always leave the people different than before.  In today’s reading, Jesus leaves the disciples to carry on his work.  The church must not stand looking up while we wait for Jesus’ return; rather we must devote ourselves to prayer, to the breaking of bread and to good works.
Prelude: “Morning Has Broken”
Words of Welcome

* Opening Hymn: #373 “As Comes the Breath of Spring”
Call to Worship (All):

Leader:
Let the righteous be joyful; let them celebrate before God!

All:
Let God’s people shout with joy!

Leader:
Sing to God, sing praises to the Holy One!

All:
For God is a guardian of orphans and a protector of widows.

Leader:
God gives the desolate a home to live in and leads prisoners to prosperity.

All:
God gives power and strength to his people.  Blessed be God forever!
Opening Prayer: (All)  
We worship you with joy, awesome God.  Through times of trial and suffering, your love has sustained us.  You have restored our self-confidence when we floundered in doubt and fear.  You have been our protector through the wilderness.  Meet us now in the particular situations each of us faces.  Pour out your presence that we may be resources to one another, finding our oneness and our prime vocation in Jesus Christ.  May our worship honour you and equip us to serve you. Amen.
Call to Reconciliation (All):

We who have promised our loyalty to Jesus Christ, pause now to examine our faithfulness to the way he showed us.  We who have been gifted with the Holy Spirit within and among us, ask ourselves whether others can see that gift in us.  Is God reigning among us, or have we chosen to pursue other gods, chosen to devote our time and energy and attention to lesser matters?
Prayer of Reconciliation (All):

O God, if we suffer, it is usually not because of our loyalty to Christ.  When we are glad and shout for joy, it is seldom because we want to celebrate your presence with us.  We even forget to say thank you when, by the power and strength you give us, we accomplish some cherished goal.  Our lives are not focused on realizing your rule of love on earth, as in heaven.  O God, receive our prayer of reconciliation and help us to discipline ourselves in caring discipleship, in Jesus’ name. Amen.
Assurance of Reconciliation (All):

Let the righteous be joyful!  The God of all grace cares about you and wants the very best for you, in company with all God’s children.  God restores, supports, and strengthens you.  God establishes you as a person of worth and as a community faithful, loving people.  Individually and together, we are called to eternal glory in Christ, whose love we share.  Amen.
We Welcome Our New Members

Stan and Marion Hill
Sacrament of Baptism

Laurel Grace Jessup - daughter of Chris & Kristie Jessup
Scripture Reading:   John 17:1-11

(page 941 RSV)
Today’s reading reflects John’s desire to encourage a troubled church through his Gospel.  This prayer, on the lips of Jesus at the last supper, has almost a two world quality - a prayer for his disciples and words for those who have already experienced the resurrected Christ.  Jesus give thanks for these specially chosen disciples who believe he came from God and who have received God’s message from him.  They are the ones who now must remain in the world to share that message with others.  Jesus commissioned his disciples to be witnesses, left them with God’s Spirit as a helper, and went away trusting.  In an imagined conversation, someone is heard to question God, “And what if this doesn’t work?” and God responds, “I have no other plan.”

* Song of Glory (congregational response in bold)


Praise God, Creator known, Hallelujah

May God now bless our home, Hallelujah

Here is this holy place, Dance, shout and sing your praise

In love this song we raise, Hallelujah
Time with the Children (children come forward)


Children leave for Sunday School classes

Anthem: “Walkin’ to Jordan” - Jay Althouse

Sermon:   “Kerygma...the Essence of all Christian Preaching”
* Hymn:    #337  ”Blessed Assurance
The Offering of our Gifts and Ourselves

Offertory: “Intermezzo” - David L. McIntyre

* Offering Doxology: “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today” #157 (vs. 1 & 4)


Christ the Lord is risen today, hallelujah


all creation join to say; hallelujah


raise your joys and triumphs high; hallelujah


sing, O heavens, and earth reply: hallelujah


Hail, the Lord of earth and heaven, hallelujah


praise to you by both be given! Hallelujah


Every knee to you shall bow, hallelujah


risen Christ, triumphant now. Hallelujah

Offertory Prayer (All)

Thank you God, for empowering our prayers and multiplying our gifts.  Lord, we offer to you not only the gifts and joys of our lives, but our pain and our sorrow as well, for your Son, out of divine love, has become our burden bearer.  He shall take even the pain and sorrows of our lives and through his power find some use for them.  He will reveal to us some small grace we have learned along the way, some small use for the knowledge gained, until even our pain is a means of glory.

We offer, then, all to you - not just what we value about ourselves, not just what we perceive to be of us - but all of our heart, mind, body, and soul - for you see what we cannot and you find value even in what we would cast aside.  Praise be to your glorious name, now and forevermore.  Amen.

Prayers for Ourselves and Others

Jesus’ Prayer

* Hymn:   #634 “To Abraham and Sarah”
* The Blessing (said by All)  #621 “Heal Me, Hands of Jesus”

Heal me, hands of Jesus,


and search out all my pain;


restore my hope, remove my fear,


and bring me peace again.


Cleanse me, blood of Jesus,


take bitterness away;


let me forgive as one forgiven


and bring me peace today.


Know me, mind of Jesus,


and show me all my sin;


dispel the memories of guilt


and bring me peace within.


Fill me, joy of Jesus;


anxiety shall cease,

and heaven’s serenity be mine,


for Jesus brings me peace.
Commissioning (composed by Don Besig & Nancy Price)


Go now in peace. Never be afraid.

Postlude: Psalm XVIII - Benedetto Marcello



“I will praise Thee, O Lord, my strength”

WORSHIP THEME SUMMARY 

In those times when we are most lonely and most alone, God comes to seek us out.  God comes to rescue us and carry us into the safe haven of God’s presence.

WELCOME to all who are worshipping with us this morning, including all visitors and guests.  Please be sure to sign our Guest Book at the back of the church, and include your full address so that we can acknowledge your presence.  If you're attending on a regular basis, feel free to call the office and have your name added to our mailing list. 

Thank you for those serving us today:


Greeters:
Barbara & Bill Arnup

Ushers:
Wayne & Ann MacLeish, Bob May, Leona Garden,



Don Holbrook & Kathleen Nesbitt,



Don & Carol Imrie, Stewart & Elaine Kell

Scripture Reader:
Elaine Kell

Fellowship Time:
Property Committee

Counting Team:
Paul McPherson, Maxine Anderson, Mike Puffer,



Betty Kitchen, Andy Skilling, Blaine Kitchen
To the Glory of God

the flowers in the sanctuary today

are placed in loving memory of

Oliver and Velma Wylie by their Family

