
CAMBRIDGE STREET UNITED CHURCH

Lindsay, Ontario


10:30 a.m. - April 13, 2008


4th Sunday of Easter

Order of Service
* (indicates where the congregation stands as able)
Theme (January – July): The People of God on a Transitional Journey
Today’s Theme: The Pharisees believed in the resurrection of the dead at the end of history.  Jesus’ resurrection happened within history, a sign that the kingdom had already begun.  For this reason, the Easter season focuses on the community that is formed as a witness to this new kingdom in our midst.

Prelude: “Sicilienne” - Mark G. Sirett

Words of Welcome

* Opening Hymn:   #158 “Christ Is Alive”
Call to Worship (All): 

Praise God, for God has set us free.  The past is behind us.  We are renewed and accepted in God’s sight.  Let us join the circle of Jesus, children of God.  How awesome to gather before God!  We are here to celebrate with wide-eyed wonder.
The God of all worlds is with us.

Praise God for this season of Easter.

Praise God for all the signs of new life.

Praise God for all we can do together.

Praise God for the life and ministry of Jesus.

Praise God for all who share that ministry today.
Christ came to offer us abundant life.

We are here today to reclaim that gift.

We gather in the name of our Spiritual Director.

We want to follow in the steps of Jesus.
Opening Prayer: (All)  

Let us hear your voice, O shepherd.  Call our names and claim us as your own.  Lead us beside still waters and restore our souls.  Comfort those who suffer pain and loss.  Assure all who are afraid.  

Lead us in right paths for your name’s sake.  We have known your goodness and mercy in so many times and places.  

We open ourselves ow to receive these gifts again.  Unlock within us the barriers that keep us from recognizing and appreciating all the evidence of your love that surrounds us.  Amen.
Scripture Reading:   John 10:1-10

(page 933 RSV)
Jesus warns on claims about truth that come in disguise.  Truth should be straightforward and clear, not intended to confuse or decide.  Jesus came to give us abundant life.
* Song of Glory (congregational part in bold)

Praise God, Creator known, Hallelujah

May god now bless our home, Hallelujah

Here is this holy place, Dance, shout and sing your praise

In love this song we raise, Hallelujah
Time with the Children (children come forward)
children leave for Sunday School classes

* Hymn:     #747  “The Lord’s My Shepherd”
Sermon:   “The Map for Our Travels”
Anthem: “Like a River” - arr. Larry Nickel

The Offering of our Gifts and Ourselves - Announcements

Offertory: “The King of Love My Shepherd Is” - Dale Wood

* Offering Doxology: “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today” #157 (vs. 1 & 4)

Christ the Lord is risen today, hallelujah

all creation join to say; hallelujah

raise your joys and triumphs high; hallelujah

sing, O heavens, and earth reply: hallelujah

Hail, the Lord of earth and heaven, hallelujah

praise to you by both be given! Hallelujah

Every knee to you shall bow, hallelujah

risen Christ, triumphant now. Hallelujah

Offertory Prayer (All)

Dear God, may your name be praise, for the blessings you have showered onus and the gifts you have entrusted to us.  Give us the grace to use our gifts to support one another and in accordance with your will.  May we, in all things, build a community that reflects your love and glorifies your name.  We pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen.

Prayers for Ourselves and Others

Jesus’ Prayer

* Hymn:   #670   “Precious Lord, Take My Hand”
* The Blessing:

You have been claimed by God, our good Shepherd.  Know God, not as a stranger, but as a friend.

God is our shepherd; we will not want.  God leads us daily and restores our souls.
Easter continues, for Christ lives in us.  Jesus came that we might have abundant life.

Daily we receive God’s goodness and mercy.  Our cups verflow with God’s generosity.
Let us devote ourselves to the apostle’s teaching.  We got from this holy place, willing to offer Christ’s example to a world shattered by selfishness, strangers to God and one another.

We find our lives in giving them to others.  In Christ, we discover the joy of service.
Commissioning (composed by Don Besig & Nancy Price)

Go now in peace. Never be afraid…
Postlude: “Fanfare” - Healey Willian

WORSHIP THEME SUMMARY – There is more to the gospel tha just religion.  It is about a life-giving relationship that allows us to lead a good life.  Jesus says, “I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.”

WELCOME to all who are worshipping with us this morning, including all visitors and guests.  Please be sure to sign our Guest Book at the back of the church, and include your full address so that we can acknowledge your presence.  If you're attending on a regular basis, feel free to call the office and have your name added to our mailing list. 

Thank you for those serving us today:


Greeters:
Evelyn & Norm Reedman

Ushers:
Alex Istchenko, Ron & Ann Neale, Greg Nisbett,



Bryce & Dorothy Butler, Brenda Burns,



Hugh Burton, Paul Hugli, Karen Junkin

Scripture:
Suzanne Bell

Fellowship Time:
Finance Committee

Counting Team:
Charlie & Ina Currie, Jean Mark, Laura Whyte,



Don Holbrook and Kathy Nesbitt
