CAMBRIDGE STREET UNITED CHURCH
Lindsay, Ontario

10:30 a.m. - January 27, 2008

Installation of the Executive of the United Church Women
Order of Service
* (indicates where the congregation stands as able)
Theme (January – July): The People of God on a Transitional Journey
Today’s Theme: Following Jesus changes things. It is like a candle in a darkened room. The room is not changed, but everything is different. It affects us as individuals, as churches, as societies. It particularly calls us to unity, and it calls us into a community of ministry with others. Can we courageously allow Jesus to teach us in the contemporary church to be “fishers of people”?

Prelude: “Christ Whose Glory Fills the Skies” (tune: Ratisbon)

Words of Welcome

* Opening Hymn: “We Praise You, O God” #218
Call to Worship: (responsive)

Leader: Come, all who have known gloom and strength.
Come, all who have walked amid fears of the night
People Sometimes we have felt oppressed and forsaken.
Our losses seem greater than we can bear.
Leader: God is our light and our salvation.
God is our stronghold, we need never be afraid.
People: Enemies lose their power when we look up to God.
We come now, seeking God’s face.
Leader: Come, behold the beauty of our God.
Come, to find shelter in a day of trouble
People: We will sing and make melody to God.
We will dare to life up shouts of joy.
Opening Prayer: (All)

Disturb us, O God, when we are too well-pleased with ourselves; when our dreams have come true because we dreamed too little; when we have arrived in safety because we sailed close to the shore.
Disturb us, O God of light, when with the abundance of things that we posses, we have lost our thirst for the waters of life; when having fallen in love with time, we have ceased to dream of eternity; and, in our efforts to build the new earth, have allowed our vision of heaven to grow dim. 
Stir us, O seeking God, to dream and to dare more boldly; to venture on wider seas, where storms will show your majesty and, where losing sight of land, we shall find the stars.
Gracious God, come to each one gathered here, and to all who are a part of this community of faith. Come to our city, our nation, our world, to still the quarrels and dissolve the enmity among us. Come with good news of health and wholeness for everyone. Amen.
* Song of Glory (congregational response in CAPS)

This is the day, THIS IS THE DAY
That the Lord has made, THAT THE LORD HAS MADE.
We will rejoice, WE WILL REJOICE
And be glad in it, AND BE GLAD IN IT.
This is the day that the Lord has made,
WE WILL REJOICE AND BE GLAD IN IT.
This is the day, THIS IS THE DAY THAT THE LORD HAS MADE
Time with the Children (children come forward)

Children leave for Sunday School classes

* Hymn: “A Light is Gleaming” #82
Installation of the Executive of the United Church Women
(all U.C.W. Officers are asked to come forward)

Leader: Each of us is called by God to fulfil a ministry in the world. We
are also called to offer such gifts as we are able within the church so that it may more effectively fulfil its ministry of worship, witness and work. You are now offering yourself for service in this congregation of the church through the United Church Women and for this we thank you and bless you in Christ’s name.
In the exercise of your responsibilities you will need to continue to study and grow in faith, be diligent in your work, confident that this community of Christ will support you in love. The power of Christ is adequate for each one of us.
Will you accept the responsibilities of this office in the Church?
U.C.W.: I will, the Lord being my helper.
Leader: Will you seek, through your office, to make the witness of this congregation more effective in the world?
U.C.W.: I will, the Lord being my helper.
Leader: (prayer): 

O Lord our God, the founder and keeper of the church, we thank you that you have called these leaders to share in the work of your kingdom. Grant them sincerity, singleness of mind, and humility as they accept the responsibilities laid upon them in the work of your church. Prosper their labours and counsels. To us all, O God, grant the gift of your Holy Spirit, that in your service we may find perfect freedom and that our work there may enrich the world you came to save; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Leader: In celebration of your continued support of the work and witness
of these officers, will the Congregation please rise.
In the name of Jesus Christ, I install you as officers of the United Church Women of Cambridge Street United Church. May the love of God surround you, may Jesus walk with you, and may the Holy Spirit guide you. Amen.
Scripture Readings
1st Testament Isaiah 9:1-4 (page 593 RSV)

Israel (the Northern Kingdom) and Judah (the Southern Kingdom) had been conquered by foreign invaders and suffered a great deal. This passage offers a message of hope that someday these two would again be free and reunited into one kingdom under a king sent by God.

Isaiah’s genius is to sing of hope, to see potential where there seems to be none, to discern future when all others have rejected its possibility. This very gift is once again of almost incalculable value in our late twentieth century in personal and public life and in the life of the church. 

2nd Testament Matthew 4:12-23 (page 837 RSV)

We are at the initiating moment of the Christian community. It is like watching cells replicate under a modern lens. The original cell pulsating with life is our God. Then there are others, two more. Then there are four. On and on the wonderful process of replication goes down through the centuries and across the world until we ourselves are encountered by the living Christ who says, “Follow Me.”

* Hymn: “Christ Whose Glory Fills the Skies” #336 
Sermon: “Understanding the Pattern“
Anthem: “I Give You My Heart” - Reuben Morgan, arr. Lloyd Larson

The Offering of our Gifts and Ourselves

Offertory: “Renew Me, O Eternal Light” - Paul Manz

*Offering Doxology (tune Lasst Uns Erfreuen)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below; Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power up-lifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Offertory Prayer: (All)

Seeking God, we have heard Jesus’ words to his disciples, inviting, indeed commanding, them to follow him into the world of need, of hunger and oppression, of lostness and longing. We choose to respond to this call to participate in Christ’s life-saving, life-giving mission. And we make this offering, praying that our gifts contribute to Christ’s giving in love to the world.
Prayers for Ourselves and Others

Jesus’ Prayer (A paraphrase by Jim Cotter, 1988)

Eternal Spirit,
Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver,
Source of all that is and that shall be.
Father and Mother of us all.
Loving God, in whom is heaven:
The hallowing of your name echo through the universe!
The way of your justice be followed by peoples of the world!
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings!
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come on earth.
With the bread we need for today, feed us.
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us.
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us.
From trials too great to endure, spare us.
From the grip of all that is evil, free us.
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever.
Amen.
* Hymn: “Will Your Anchor Hold” #674
The Blessing:

We go out as committed followers of Jesus to be salt and light for him in the world, trusting that our lives and our love do make a significant difference in Christ’s Kingdom of Love.
The blessing of God who creates great things from small, of Jesus who names us his representatives, and the Holy Spirit who empowers us for faithful service rests upon us.
Commissioning (composed by Don Besig & Nancy Price)

Go now in peace. Never be afraid.
God will go with you each hour of every day.
Go now in faith, steadfast strong and true.
Know he will guide you in all you do.
Go now in love, and show you believe. 
Reach out to others so all the world can see.
God will be there watching from above.
Go now in peace, in faith, and in love.
Amen. Amen. Amen.
Postlude: “All Glory Be to God on High” - J.G. Walther

WORSHIP THEME SUMMARY
When a congregation loses it’s focus and lets other things come before Christ, that congregation will experience division and internal strife. Yet, Christ has chosen to accomplish his purpose here on earth through imperfect congregations. Amazing! This is a helpful reminder to all of us when faced with sitting priorities in life. The challenge is to take the worship service into the everyday arena of living.
WELCOME to all who are worshipping with us this morning, including all visitors and guests.  Please be sure to sign our Guest Book at the back of the church, and include your full address so that we can acknowledge your presence.  If you're attending on a regular basis, feel free to call the office and have your name added to our mailing list. 
Thank you for those serving us today:
Greeters:
Brenda De Koker, Julia & Jacqueline Chartier
Ushers:
Bernie & Lillian Nickerson, Andrew Rafton, Bob Lindsay, Wanda Percival, Carol Peters, Erna Johnston, Drew Gunsolus, Gord & Rose Sloan
Scripture:
Ellen Ritchie
Fellowship Time:
Congregation Committee
Counting Team:
Charlie & Ina Currie, Jean Mark, Laura Whyte, Kathy Nesbitt & Don Holbrook

