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Up-Coming Events

April 26........ Worship Service 10:30 am - Outreach Sunday
.................... Prayer Shawl Circle 1:30 pm

April 28........ UCW Rebekah Unit Meeting 7:30 pm

May 2 .......... Storytelling Workshop 10am - 12 noon

May 3 .......... Worship Service 10:30 am

.................... Secret Pal Luncheon 12 noon

.................... Service at Victoria Manor 2:00 pm

.................... Service at Extendicare Kawartha Lakes 3:00 pm

May 5 .......... UCW Executive Meeting 7:00 pm
.................... Property Committee Meeting 7:00 pm
May6 .......... Stewardship Committee Meeting 4:00 pm

May 10 ........ Worship Service 10:30 am - Baptism Sunday
....................... Cherub Choir presents the musical “The Tale of Three

May 12 ........ UCW Mary Martha Unit Meeting 1:30 pm

.................... Congregation Committee Meeting 6:00 pm
.................... Worship Committee Meeting 6:15 pm

.................... C.E. Committee Meeting 6:30 pm

.................... Outreach Committee Meeting 6:30 pm

.................... Finance Committee Meeting 6:30 pm

.................... Official Board Meeting 7:30 pm

May 14 ........ Rummage Sale 9:30 am - 5:30 pm

May 15 ........ Rummage Sale (Bag Day) 9:00 - 10:30 am

May 17 ........ Worship Service 10:30 am

May 18 ........ Victoria Day (church office is closed)

May 19 ........ UCW Deborah Unit Meeting 1:30 pm

May 20 ........ Fish Fry Dinner 4:30 - 7:00 pm

May 24 ........ Worship Service 10:30 am - VOV are hosting the New
....................... Amsterdam Boys & Girls Choir from East Harlem, NY
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May 26......... Walter Auld Fellowship Luncheon 12 noon
.................... UCW Rebekah Unit Meeting 7:30 pm

May 31......... Worship Service 10:30 am - Confirmation Sunday
....................... Sacrament of Communion

June 2 ......... UCW Executive Meeting 7:00 pm

.................... Property Committee Meeting 7:00 pm

June 3 ......... Stewardship Committee Meeting 4:00 pm

.................... UCW Potluck Supper and General Meeting 6:15 pm

June 7 ......... Outdoor Worship Service 10:30 am followed by church picnic
June 9 ......... Congregation Committee Meeting 6:00 pm

.................... Worship Committee Meeting 6:15 pm
.................... C.E. Committee Meeting 6:30 pm

.................... Outreach Committee Meeting 6:30 pm
.................... Finance Committee Meeting 6:30 pm
.................... Official Board Meeting 7:30 pm

June 10 ....... Retired Minister’s Lunch 12 noon

June 13 ....... Bust-A-Cure Tea 2:00 pm

June 14 ....... Worship Service 10:30 am

.................... Service at Frost Manor 2:00 pm

.................... Service at Caressant Care 3:00 pm

June 17 ....... Lindsay Presbytery Meetings & Dinner 4:00 pm
June 21 ....... Worship Service 10:30 am

June 22 ....... Church Planning Meeting 9:30 am

June 23 ....... Board of Trustees Meeting 3:00 pm

June 28 ....... Worship Service 10:30 am

July 5-26......Summer Worship Services 10:30 am
.................... (church office will be closed during the month of July)
Aug. 2-30.....Worship Services 10:30 am

Sept. 6......... Worship Service 10:30 am

Sept. 13....... Worship Service 10:30 am

.................... Doors Open Heritage Tour 10:00 am to 4:00 pm

11™ Annual Howell's Fish Fry Dinner
(Pan Fried in Canola Qil)

ey X :
W Wednesday, May 20, 2009 - 4:30 - 7 pm
Cambridge Street United Church

Advanced Tickets
Adults $14.00 - Children (5-12 yrs) $7.00
Take-Out Orders by Advance Ticket ONLY
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Worship Committee

If this is spring, can summer worship be far behind? Spring is my
favourite season but right now your Worship Committee is busy planning for
summer services.

We are planning to be open for worship and pastoral care for both July
and August. Yes, your staff will get their well earned vacation but
Cambridge St. United Church will have worship every Sunday.

We may not have the organ, a choir and a Minister with his/her collar
on backwards, but we will hold worship for all who attend.

It has been traditional to alternate services in the summer months with
our sister church, Queen Street United, and that option is still available.
Most churches in Lindsay are open for twelve months and we are now in
that mode as well.

Our Official Board has confirmed that we are an open and worshipping
congregation. We are not closed to worship and pastoral care needs.
Someone will be here for worship each Sunday but on a variable schedule.

You may find new music, a hymn sing, story telling and lemonade on
the lawn. All summer events.

So when family visit this summer; bring them along to Sunday worship.
The Worship Committee will be here to welcome you.

We are an open and worshipping congregation!

Carl Kimmett

From the Minister

A recent edition of MaclLean’s magazine distinguished the Canadian
banking system from others by noting that, while others are governed by
rules and regulations, the Canadian banking system is guided by principles.
As Christians we are best governed by principles and not the rigidity of
rules, and as members of the United Church we particularly seek to be
engaged in conversation and dialogue as we continue to renew its
understanding of the Christian faith.

“A Song of Faith” is the most recent expression of our understanding.
This expression of our faith was used in six parts during the period of Lent.
For use in worship and meetings the creed we call “A New Creed” remains
the most useful. “A New Creed” parallels ancient creeds. The first half
follows classic Trinitarian Formula and speaks of the belief in God, called
Father by Jesus and the apostle’s, in Jesus, and in the Holy Spirit. The
second half outlines the way we are called to live as we carry out the good
news.

A NEW CREED
We are not alone,
we live in God’s world.
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We believe in God

who has created and is creating,

who has come in Jesus,

the word made flesh,

to reconcile and make new,

who works in us and others by the Spirit.
We trust in God.

We are called to be the Church

to celebrate God'’s presence,

to live with respect in Creation,

to love and serve others,

to proclaim Jesus,

crucified and risen,

as judge and our hope.

In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us.
We are not alone.

Thanks be to God.

The Confirmation Class is using this Creed as a basis of conversation
and exploration in a program called Jesus 24/7: A Short Course in faith for
the Questing Christian. As a congregation we give considerable attention to
the children and youth of the congregation to encourage their growth and to
deepen their understanding of their faith. Faith formation and leadership
development is however a lifelong task and all of us, including the most
knowledgeable of adults, should be intentional about engaging in
theological reflection and study as we seek to find our way through life. “A
New Creed” is a useful tool for daily reflection but better is engaging in
conversation with fellow Christians in conversation and study.

Fall planning is soon to be underway and the time is always right to
make suggestions to the Adult Education Group, the Committees of the
Board or to myself of the topics and circumstances of life that prompt you to
ask: “How am | to respond to that? What is the Christian called to do?”

As we have begun to say in the United Church of Canada: Welcome to
the home of open-minded discussion and exploration of spiritual topics,
moral issues and life's big questions.

Rev. Paul Reed

From the Chair of the Board

We begin our April 2009 newsletter with April showers and end with
May flowers, we hope. | am sure everyone is looking forward to the nice
weather of spring and the planning of our summer vacations. Throughout
the long winter days, we go about our work but always in the back of our
minds we look forward to this season.
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As previously mentioned in my last newsletter, we have started our
new board structure with the committees meeting at another time.
Presently, we have had good feedback on this new initiative and we hope it
meets the requirements of the committees.

On Tuesday, March 24, | attended another one of the wonderful Walter
Auld Events. The food was delicious as always and what a great
opportunity to build relationships within the congregation. Rev. Ceri Rees
entertained us with his trip to Nicaragua with a slide show presentation. It
kept us interested and amazed of what goes on in other countries. |
encourage everyone to come out and enjoy this time together. The next
gathering will be Tuesday, May 26, at noon.

The members of the Sound and Music Campaign Committee, under
the leadership of Mike Puffer, have been continually coming up with
innovative ideas to raise money for this Campaign. We wish them every
success in their work. | hope everyone is enjoying the beautiful sounds of
our new sound system. It has been a long process but the wait was worth
it. 1 would like to extend my thanks to the Sound System Committee
members: Gord Sloan (Chair), Bob May, Garth Mackay, Jim Lindsay, Judy
Warren, Lillian Nickerson, Derek Warren, Erwin Stroobach and, of course,
Stewart Kell who sat on the committee during the early stages of
development. | would also like, at this time, to thank Carl Baldree who
made the platform for our new desk and sound system. | walked into the
sanctuary one day and the platform was being raised up over the balcony
by ropes. At that moment, | thought a special prayer was needed. These
members of our congregation have completed another great project on our
behalf. We will enjoy this system for years to come so we thank them
immensely.

Once again, the U.C.W. has put on the most beautiful Spring
Luncheon and Bake Sale for the members of our congregation and
community. Events like this just do not happen without all the hard work of
the U.C.W. members. The food was delicious as always and served by
many friendly volunteers on this special day. | am also looking forward to
working at the Rummage Sale again this year on May 14 and 15. The
crowd rushes in and you wonder if you are going to be able to look after
everyone. After a while, the crowd starts to thin out and you can finally
relax. Everyone puts their best foot forward and uses their expertise to sell.
At the end of the day, we feel a sense of pride having made a profit for the
church.

By the time you receive this newsletter, the Stewardship Committee
would have hosted a “GOING GREEN SEMINAR” presented to us by Scott
Bennett, which was held on Thursday, April 23, at 7 p.m. The topic was
“The Carbon Diet” and outlined how one can reduce one’s carbon footprint.
| would like to give a special thank you to Shaylyn Agnew, for organizing this
event, and committee members for making it a success. We hope
everyone enjoyed this event and was able to learn about “GOING GREEN".
We can make a difference!
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| would like to bring to your attention that the Official Board Minutes are
posted on the Chair’s Bulletin Board beside the elevator on the Bond Street
entrance. A member of the congregation asked if the Minutes of the Official
Board Meetings could be made available for the congregation-at-large to
read if they were interested. The Official Board felt this was a good way of
communicating Board information to the congregation and then
subsequently passed this motion at the Official Board meeting on February
10, 2009. Please stop by and read the minutes at your leisure.

| would like to thank everyone who was involved in the Desserts on
Broadway that took place on February 20 and 21. It was a most enjoyable
evening and my grandchildren Jacqueline, Anna and Rosa just loved it. It
was another great event that took a lot of hard work to prepare but | know it
was enjoyed by many. On behalf of the Official Board, | would like to thank
Erwin, Angelique and everyone who took part in the event to make it so
SPECIAL.

The Doors Open — Heritage Tour committee is continuing to work on
the tour scheduled for Cambridge St. United Church on Sunday, September
13, 2009 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. More information will be posted at a later
date about this event. Please keep that date open. The committee knows
you will greatly enjoy walking through the various historical sites on the tour.
The committee is looking for period costumes for the event. If you can
assist us in this regard, please call Brenda De Koker 324-9410.

On behalf of the Official Board, | would like to thank Frank Brearton for
serving six years on the Ministry and Personnel Committee and filling the
position of Chair for nearly three years. Frank will be stepping down as
Chair but will be staying on the committee to support the M&P with his
expertise. THANK YOU, FRANK! | remember Frank saying once, “This
has been a challenging and interesting assignment and an excellent way to
broaden one’s experience with and knowledge of the church.” He would
recommend the experience to others. Frank’s shoes will be hard to fill but
we are very fortunate to have Alex Istchenko taking over the position as
Chair. We know Alex will do a great job.

I could go on and on about all the different events and activities that
take place at Cambridge St. United Church but there would not be enough
space in the newsletter. | will leave you with these words:

“People often say that this or that person has not yet found himself.
But the self is not something one finds, it is something one creates.”
Thomas Szasz

Brenda J. De Koker

Christian Education Committee

Our committee invites you to take part in a Story Telling workshop on
Saturday, May 2, 10:00 am to 12 noon. See details in the notice below.
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We are pleased that Vacation Bible School is being planned for July
13-17. Mark your calendar - whether you will be bringing children,
grandchildren or offering to help. Watch for details in the church bulletin as
summer draws near.

Sunday, June 7" will be the annual outdoor church service and Sunday
School Picnic. The picnic shelter at Memorial Park has been booked and
we have put in a request for good weather. See you there!

Lynn Kimmett

STORY TELLING WORKSHOP

Saturday, May 2 — 10:00 am to 12 noon
Cost $5.00. Register now!

This event will give you guidance and practice in the art of Spiritual
Storytelling. It will be conducted by Mary Bell Plouffe, an Anglican Priest,
serving the congregation in Blackstock. This promises to be both
enriching and fun. It is a great opportunity for Sunday School Teachers,
youth, parents, grandparents - anyone with a story to tell. Cost is $5.00.
Coffee and muffins at 9:45 am. To register, call the office or sign up on
the notice on the Bond Street bulletin board.

Musical Notes

With Easter now come and gone, we look forward to the months
leading up to summer. It has been busy, especially with our Voices of
Victory. Thank you for your support as we again sold out both shows to
Desserts on Broadway Il. And congratulations to our choristers and friends
for their efforts in putting on a great show. VOV wasn't finished with
Broadway yet, as five weeks later they were on stage at the Academy
Theatre in the production of Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat.

Another Noon Hour Concerts during Lent series is completed. Thanks
to all the performers and the Music Committee for organizing these
concerts. It's always a nice break in what feels like long winters to come
out and hear some great music.

Our bellchoir also just performed in Dunsford on April 19 for
Community Care.

All our groups will soon be winding down for the summer for a well
deserved break. Following are some upcoming events that you should
mark on your calendars and invite your neighbours and friends to church
(although you could do that every Sunday).
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Sunday, May 10 (Mother’s Day) our Cherub Choir will be presenting
the musical: The Tale of Three Trees. On Sunday, May 24 Voices of
Victory will be hosting the New Amsterdam Boys and Girls Choir from East
Harlem in New York City. It should be a very upbeat musical service. Both
choirs will also be participating in a mass choir workshop and concert in
Peterborough, hosted by the Peterborough Children’s Chorus on Saturday,
May 23. The concert is at the Peterborough Collegiate and Vocational
Institute and tickets are only $5.00.

Thank you to everyone who participates in the music at Cambridge St.

Erwin

Mark Your Calendars

Coming in October in support of the
Sound & Music Campaigh —
The Voices of Showtime, featuring Peter Appleyard.

The Sound & Music Fundraising Campaign is bringing one of
Canada’s most popular musical entertainers to Cambridge Street
United. On Saturday, Oct. 3, world-famous percussionist and
vibraphonist Peter Appleyard will join the Voices of Showtime men’s
vocal group for an evening of great tunes from the past. The event
is sure to fill our church with people from throughout the
community.

To date, the fundraising campaign in support of the new sound
system in the sanctuary, repairs and renovations to the organ and
roof repairs on the gymnasium has surpassed the $152,000 mark.
There is less than $48,000 to goal to reach our goal of $200,000!

If you have not yet made your donation or pledge to the
fundraising campaign, but would like to discuss how you can help
reduce the $48,000 gap, please notify Sound & Music Campaign
chair Mike Puffer at 328-0469.

Music Committee Report

Our Noon Hour Concerts During Lent were well received again this
year. We thank Erwin, Shannon Stroobach, Jim Lindsay, Carol Bradford
and the Aces of Harmony for sharing their talents. We made a $100.00
donation to “Harmonize for Speech”, a charity supported by the Aces of
Harmony. We
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have purchased a double congo drum for the music program at the Church.
During Advent we will support our choirs when they are joined by Le
Jeunesse Youth Orchestra in a Christmas Concert on December 6, 2009.
Mark your calendar!

On a sadder note, we will be without the leadership and support of
Lisa Morasse next year, and Vivian Warren is unable to continue as a
member of our committee. We thank them both for their dedication to the
music program.
We will therefore be a committee of four helping Erwin provide music in our
church and the community. We will need more help to continue to be
effective.

Derek Warren, Co-chair

Thursday, May 14™ from 9:30 am to 5:30 pm
and
Friday, May 15" from 9:00 am to 10:30 am
(Friday is Bag Day - fill a supplied bag for $2.00)

“Something for everyone!”

Bring gently used and clean household items, toys and clothing to the
church on Tuesday, May 12" and Wednesday, May 13" for sorting. If
you can help sort and/or sell, sign-up on the Bond St. entrance bulletin
board or call Brenda Rhodes at 359-1494 or Pam Burtt at 328-1499.

“Humble Messenger"

Back in the early sixties at Pine Hill Divinity Hall, Halifax, our
theological class was told: "As a minister you are a humble messenger. You
bear a message and that message -- the Gospel -- is always greater than
the messenger." (We were not taught "the medium is the message." That
came later from another source.)

After Valentine's Day and just before the beginning of Lent, | was that
humble message bearer. | visited Ruth Bailey in the isolation wing of 140
William Street. She said she had no phone, knew | was going to the Ross
Memorial Hospital, and asked if | would please take a message to her
husband Ken in the hospital.

"What's the message?" | asked Ruth.
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"Tell him three things," she replied firmly. "One: | love you. Two: | miss
you. Three: Come home as soon as you can."

Later the same day | faithfully reported these messages to Ken, who
heard them with a broad smile.

"Take a message back to Ruth," he immediately replied, but with a
weak voice for he had little strength left.

"One: | still love you.. Two: | still miss you.. Three: | will come home as
soon as | can."

The next day | returned to 140 William Street and in a loud voice
delivered Ken's messages to Ruth. As she strained to hear with her ears,
her eyes twinkled.

As message bearer between Ruth and Ken, | knew for sure those
messages were greater than the messenger. | was bearing messages they
both already knew, but that did not diminish their delight in hearing them
again.

All of which is yet another parable of God's love. We should know God
loves us, but we still need to hear that message delivered every Sunday,
over and over again. God loves us. God misses each one who wanders off
or forgets about that love. God's arms are always open to receive us back
home.

Three weeks later Ken died. On March 25 many of us gathered at
Cambridge Street United Church to celebrate Ken's caring and sensitive life
-- and his final "coming home" to God's welcoming arms.

Walter Murray, Visitation Minister

Garth Mackay’s Retirement - Sunday, June 28"

After 11-years of faithful service to Cambridge Street United
Church, Garth Mackay is retiring as our Church Custodian effective
June 30™. Everyone is invited to come say a personal thank you to
Garth immediately after the service on Sunday, June 28", Anyone
wishing to contribute towards a retirement gift can leave it on the
offering plate in a sealed envelope or drop it into the church office.

We trust God will lead Garth to new avenues in our community and
wish him well in his retirement.

From the Youth Group

Our youth group had a little break in February, but our youth didn't!
Most of them were busy with Desserts on Broadway and the no-sleep
sleep-over. In March, ten youth and three leaders went bowling. We have
some very skilled, and some very flamboyant bowlers in our group! Loads
of fun was had by all. After the March break we resumed our usual
meetings, sometimes with
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a big group, sometimes with a small and cozy group. Whatever we do, we
always seem to have lots of energy and lots of goodwill. In May, we will
meet on the first Friday, and then with the long weekend and a VOV
endeavour later in the month, we will have to discuss with the kids how
much we try to do before we break for the summer. Watch the bulletins, or
speak to one of Lisa, Eleanor, Paul, Joanne, or the teenagers of Cambridge
Street for details.

Walter Auld Fellowship Luncheon

With spring weather just around the corner we hope you will join our
group at 12 noon on Tuesday, May 26" for the Walter Auld Luncheon.
There will not be a luncheon in April so reserve May 26". Anneke & Dave
Auger will join us and will tell us about their holiday in the far northwest.
The May luncheon will be our final meeting until the fall and will be
announced in the September bulletins.

The United Church Women

Spring is bravely trying to return!! Sure hope the last snow of winter is
gone. The birds are singing, the hours of daylight are longer. The realities
of faith, hope and love make everyday an exciting one.

The UCW is planning a busy time from now to the end of June. A
special thank you to all those were involved in the following:

Lions Club White Cane Dinner - Deborah Unit on March 24™

Beef Pie Making on March 27

Spring Luncheon and Bake Sale on April 17"

Don’t forget our Rummage Sale on Thursday, May 14, 9am to 5:30
pm, and Friday, May 15, 9:00 - 10:30 am. Please bring any gently used
clothing and household items to the church on May 12 & 13 for sorting. |If
you can help sort/sell at the Rummage Sale it would be greatly appreciated.
See the sign-up sheet posted on the church bulletin boards or contact
Brenda Rhodes at 359-1494 or Pam Burtt at 328-1499.

Our up-coming commitments include:

- UCW to lead the Worship Service on May 24

- General Meeting & Potluck 6:15 pm on June 3
Earl & Marion Thurston’s 60" Anniversary Celebration - June 6
Retired Ministers Luncheon - June 10
Presbytery Dinner - June 17

We welcome new members at any time. We have three units and a
simple call to the office will give you information concerning unit meetings,
times and leaders. You can also check out the UCW bulletin board located
just outside the church office.

Have a safe, wonderful summer and we will see you all in September.

Anne Marie Wilson, President
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Finance Committee

The Finance Committee is currently in its first full year of operation.
The Committee’s responsibilities are as follows:

1. Set the financial goals of the Congregation through committee

budgets and preparing the Church’s annual budget.

2. Oversee the various means by which members donate money to
the Church including envelopes, PAR, special donations, etc.

3. Supervise local finance, through the work of the treasurer, by
regular review of the treasurer’s reports and the budget requests of
the Official Board committees.

4. Inform and advise the Official Board Executive Committee and the
Official Board on the financial situation and the level of the financial
donations to the Church.

5. Oversee the work of the Envelope Steward.

6. Ensure that a periodic review (at least biannual) of the church’s
financial records be conducted.

As of March 31, 2009, the local givings for the current year were
$52,928 as compared to the budget figure of $52,500. M&S contributions
were $13,554 as compared to the budget figure of $13,125.

Anyone that may be interested in arranging regular givings through our
Pre-Authorized Remittance (PAR) program, please contact the church
office.

We would also like to welcome our newest member to our Committee,
Bernie Nickerson, who has joined us as a member-at-large for the current
year.

Wayne MacLeish and John McCrae, Co-chairs

Sunday School

If you needed any proof that time is flying, we are now into the final
session of Sunday School for the 2008-2009 year. Thank you to the many
dedicated teachers, several of whom have taught more than one session,
for the hours of preparation they have put into leading classes for children
from age three to Grade 8. Our heartfelt thanks goes to Shannon Stewart
for her cheerful, reliable presence in the nursery.

Classes finish on the last Sunday in May, but open sessions will
continue in June, July and August. If you're interested in leading on one of
these Sundays, please contact one of us; curriculum is provided. And it's
never too early to think about signing up to teach in the fall!

Darcy Caffin and Julie Henry
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Outreach Committee

While the purpose and role of the Outreach Committee is static;
constantly and actively encouraging the participation of the congregation in
reaching out to many respected community-based programs, the actual
activities undertaken are dynamic and fluid according to need. As well, the
committee attempts to touch the lives of the young and the old, and all
those in between. Generally, each year, a commitment to support a project
at each of the following levels of intervention: local, national and
international is forged.

The year 2009 promises to be another fulfilling one as the committee
gears up to continue:

* Subsidizing our young members so that everyone wishing to, may attend
Camp-Quin-Mo-Lac this summer.

* Feeding our local youth in the School Breakfast Program.

* Supporting the Friends of Honduran Children. Last year, support to the
medical and building brigades were paramount. This upcoming year, a new
teacher brigade will be launched if the seed grant application is funded by
the provincial level of the Retired Teachers of Ontario.

* Involving our adolescents in our services and supporting them in the areas
of their interest e.g. Future Quest.

* Manning the Tuck Shop at Victoria Manor.

* Espousing the benefits of loaning money to entrepreneurs in developing
countries via www.KIVA.org.

* Touting the M&S Fund as being a sound way of providing for the United
Church of Canada’s United Fund for a United Vision. This year, our focus is
the United for Peace Campaign.

* Inviting the congregation and the community to public-service workshops
and seminars.

* Delivering an Outreach Sunday message that calls not for words of
acknowledgment but rather demands a passion for action.

Karin Robinson, Outreach Chairperson

Church Newsletter On-line

Thanks to the many in our congregation who have opted
to view their church newsletters from the website! In the .
interest of good stewardship of the resources God has blessed us with, we
have been able to reduce the number of Church Newsletters that we need
to print, and reduced the cost of postage to mail them. If you would prefer
to view a copy of the newsletter from our website, please let Pam in the
church office know by sending her an email at csuc@nexicom.net. An emalil
will be sent out from the Church to let people know that the newsletter has
been published and is ready for viewing on the website.
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Our Hurts and Cares - Please contact Pam in the church office with
any milestones that you would like to see in our next newsletter.

Our Losses: Colin Lees (Feb. 20/09), Belle Jewell (March 4/09), Ken Bailey
(March 16/09)

Congratulations to:

Roberta & Jim Morasse who celebrated their 40" Wedding Anniversary
on February 22

Jim Foster who turned 80 on March 13"

Frank & Nama Tummon celebrate their 65 Wedding Anniversary
on April 8"

Frances Bain who turns 90 on April 28"

Earl & Marion Thurston who celebrate their 60" Wedding Anniversary

on June 11"
Jim & Carole Tully who celebrate their 40" Wedding Anniversary
on June 28"
S OO C 9F
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The Seed - A Valuable Lesson (submitted by Yvonne Walden)

A successful business man was growing old and knew it was time to
choose a successor to take over the business. Instead of choosing one of
his Directors or his children, he decided to do something different. He
called all the young executives in his company together. He said, “It is time
for me to step down and choose the next CEO. | have decided to choose
one of you.” The young executives were shocked, but the boss continued.
“I am going to give each one of you a seed today, one very special seed. |
want you to plant the seed, water it, and come back here one year from
today with what you have grown from the seed | have given you. | will then
judge the plants that you bring, and the one | choose will be the next CEO.”

One man, named Jim, was there that day and he, like the others,
received a seed. He went home and excitedly, told his wife the story. She
helped him get a pot, soil and compost and he planted the seed. Everyday,
he would water it and watch to see if it had grown. After about three weeks,
some of the other executives began to talk about their seeds and the plants
that were beginning to grow. Jim kept checking his seed, but nothing ever
grew. Three weeks, four weeks, five weeks went by, still nothing. By now,
others were talking about their plants, but Jim didn't have a plant and he felt
like a failure. Six months went by -- still nothing in Jim's pot. He just knew
he had killed his seed. Everyone else had trees and tall plants, but he had
nothing. Jim didn't say anything to his colleagues, however. He just kept
watering and fertilizing the soil. He so wanted the seed to grow.


http://www.kiva.org/
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A year finally went by and all the young executives of the company
brought their plants to the CEO for inspection. Jim told his wife that he
wasn't going to take an empty pot. But she asked him to be honest about
what happened. Jim felt sick to his stomach, it was going to be the most
embarrassing moment of his life, but he knew his wife was right. He took
his empty pot to the board room. When Jim arrived, he was amazed at the
variety of plants grown by the other executives. They were beautiful -- in all
shapes and sizes. Jim put his empty pot on the floor and many of his
colleagues laughed, a few felt sorry for him!

When the CEO arrived, he surveyed the room and greeted his young
executives. Jim just tried to hide in the back. “My, what great plants, trees,
and flowers you have grown,” said the CEO. “Today one of you will be
appointed the next CEQ!” All of a sudden, the CEO spotted Jim at the back
of the room with his empty pot. He ordered the Financial Director to bring
him to the front. Jim was terrified. He thought, “The CEO knows I'm a
failure! Maybe he will have me fired!” When Jim got to the front, the CEO
asked him what had happened to his seed - Jim told him the story. The
CEO asked everyone to sit down except Jim. He looked at Jim, and then
announced to the young executives, "Behold your next Chief Executive
Officer! His name is Jim!”

Jim couldn't believe it. Jim couldn't even grow his seed. “How could he
be the new CEQO?” the others said. Then the CEO said, “One year ago
today, | gave everyone in this room a seed. | told you to take the seed,
plant it, water it, and bring it back to me today. But | gave you all boiled
seeds; they were dead - it was not possible for them to grow. All of you,
except Jim, have brought me trees and plants and flowers. When you
found that the seed would not grow, you substituted another seed for the
one | gave you. Jim was the only one with the courage and honesty to bring
me a pot with my seed in it. Therefore, he is the one who will be the new
Chief Executive Officer”

* |If you plant honesty, you will reap trust.

* |f you plant goodness, you will reap friends

* If you plant humility, you will reap greatness

* |f you plant perseverance, you will reap contentment

* |If you plant consideration, you will reap perspective

* |f you plant hard work, you will reap success

* If you plant forgiveness, you will reap reconciliation

* |f you plant faith in God, you will reap a harvest

So, be careful what you plant now; it will determine what you will reap
later. Whatever you give to life, life gives back to you.

2009 Honduras Building Brigades

Grace Partnership in Faith (part of Grace United Church in
Peterborough) are organizing two more Honduras building brigades this
year: #1 Oct. 30- Nov. 10, and #2 Nov. 13-24. The brigades will be
working at Nuevo Paraiso,
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a ‘safe haven village’ for orphaned, abandoned and ‘at risk’ children in
Honduras. Grace Partnership in Faith works through the Peterborough-
based Friends of Honduran Children, to make a difference in the lives of
these children by building residences to accommodate these children in the
care of Sociedad Amigos de los Nifios. Information can be obtained by
calling Grace United Church (705) 742-5846, or visit their website,
www.graceunited.ca.

Now this is the Living Bible - A True Story
(submitted by Irwin Brown)

His name is Tom. He has wild hair, wears a T-shirt with holes in it,
jeans, and no shoes. This was literally his wardrobe for his entire four years
of college. He is brilliant. Kind of profound and very, very bright. He became
a Christian while attending college.

Across the street from the campus is a well-dressed, very conservative
church. They want to develop a ministry to the students but are not sure
how to go about it.

One day Tom decides to go there. He walks in with no shoes, jeans, his
T-shirt, and wild hair. The service has already started and so Tom starts
down the aisle looking for a seat.

The church is completely packed and he can't find a seat.. By now,
people are really looking a bit uncomfortable, but no one says anything.

Tom gets closer and closer and closer to the pulpit, and when he
realizes there are no seats, he just squats down right on the carpet.

By now the people are really uptight, and the tension in the air is thick.
About this time, the minister realizes that from way at the back of the
church, a deacon is slowly making his way toward Tom. Now the deacon is
in his eighties, has silver-gray hair, and a three-piece suit. A Godly man,
very elegant, very dignified, very courtly. He walks with a cane and, as he
starts walking toward this boy, everyone is saying to themselves that you
can't blame him for what he's going to do. How can you expect a man of his
age and of his background to understand some college kid on the floor?

It takes a long time for the man to reach the boy. The church is utterly
silent except for the clicking of the man's cane. All eyes are focused on him.
You can't even hear any one breathing. The minister can't even preach the
sermon until the deacon does what he has to do.

And now they see this elderly man drop his cane on the floor. With great
difficulty, he lowers himself and sits down next to Tom and worships with
him so he won't be alone. Everyone chokes up with emotion. When the
minister gains control, he says, 'What I'm about to preach, you may never
remember. What you have just seen, you will never forget.'

'‘Be careful how you live. You may be the only Bible some people will
ever read!'
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The Spring Time of Life (submitted by Joan Smiley)

This is an excerpt found in an article “The Spring Time of Life” by Esther
Heller, recorded in an interview with author Jennifer Hall.

“What do you see as the benefits of aging?” “Wait and ask my husband
that question,” Jennifer says.

A few minutes later, as if on cue, Reb Noach Hall enters the kitchen.
“Mrs. Heller has a question for you. She wants to know the benefits of
aging. Reb Noach walks over to the wall of family pictures. “In England
when you retire from work you receive a clock with a Big Ben chime to put
in the mantle piece. You spend the rest of your life watching the minutes
tick by. The secular world views aging as the winter of life. The leaves
have fallen and only the bare branches remain. The Torah view is 100%
the opposite. In the winter the trees look almost dead, like sticks in the
ground. However, beneath the ground the tree is putting down roots that
will nourish it, and in the spring it bursts into flower. Old age is the
springtime of [Iife. Al'l t hat tisahé
time that you, as well as others, can benefit from your years of knowledge
and experience.” “The beauty of old age is that you continue to learn;
knowledge is the power of the mind, you never know when you can apply
the knowledge that you have acquired.”

How to Find Happines

by Helen Steiner Rice

Happiness is something you create in your mind,
Not something you search for but can’t seem to find,
Not something that’s purchased with silver or gold,
Not something that force can capture and hold.
It’s just waking up and beginning each day

By counting your blessings and kneeling to pray.
It’s giving up thoughts that breed discontent

And accepting what comes as a gift heaven-sent.
It’s giving up wishing for things you have not

And making the best of whatever you've got.

It’'s knowing that life is determined and planned.
And God holds the world in the palm of His hand.
And it's by completing what God gives you to do
That you find contentment and happiness, too.

Blessed are they whose ways are blameless, who walk according to the law
of te Lord. - Psalm 119:1 NIV
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Bulletin Bloopers
Predatory Music: Elegy, G. Faure
Come, Christians Join to Sin
May 20 is the date for the return of the all-perish Spaghetti Dinner.
Please pray for Randy Smith who had severed head trauma.
Portrait Shoot - 10 AM (Please bring a person that you will be able to
shoot that morning.)
Make a joyful nose in your heart to the Lord.

Moderator David Giuliano to Visit - Tuesday, April 28, 2009:
There will be a meeting with lay people and ministry personnel from rural
pastoral charges at Trinity United Church in Omemee in Lindsay Presbytery
for the morning concluding with lunch. Price for lunch to be determined.

BUST-A-CURE TEA hosted by Shari Elson and Rebecca Cook,
participating in the Weekend to End Breast Cancer on Saturday June 13th,
2009, 2-4 pm in Cambridge St. Hall $5.00 a ticket. Tax receipts available
for additional donations exceeding $10.00. Tickets available through Garth
& Marian Mackay and Lynn and Carl Kimmett.

Bay of Quinte Conference - MOA Action Group Event
“Mending the World” - sharing a Christian Perspective on Interfaith Issues
Today - May 9, 9:00 am - 3:00 pm at Bridge Street United Church
(Belleville). Leadership team: Mr. Bruce Laird, Rev. David Shepherd, Rev.
Peter Walford-Davies, Rev. Lynn Lewis, and Rev. Dr. Aruna Alexander.
Artistic expression: Miss Larissa Hayward. Bring your own lunch,
tea/coffee, refreshments provided. To register call Bay of Quinte
Conference at 613-398-1051 or 888-749-2444, or email the office at
reception@bayofquinteconference.ca




